
Greetings from the Near West Side of Chicago! 

To those of you who haven’t heard, the Pankau family moved to the inner-city of 
Chicago this June to be in the community where we started the new church. As Jason has 
been working in the city of Chicago reviving churches for the past 4 years, God has started building 
a passion for the city. For the past 9 years our good friend Bob Muzikowski has been asking us to move 
into the city, join the ministry of Chicago Hope Academy (CHA) and help them to build a church for the 
school, community, and beyond. Founded 13 years ago, CHA is the only non-Catholic, unapologetically 
Christian high school left within the city limits of Chicago.  

Now that we’re here, here’s what we see: 
As of 2015, according to a National Geographic, atheism is the fastest growing belief-system in the world! People are 
moving away from church and from God in droves. In Chicago, churches have been closing like crazy. Schools too. 
People don’t know the stories of God, much less God Himself.  

Overlapping that, there is an inner-city culture where people are struggling! Fatherlessness has taken its toll, with over half 
of all black children now living in single parent homes. The National Center for Fathering documents that, “Fatherlessness 
is associated with almost every societal ill facing our country’s children,” including teen pregnancy, school drop outs, drug 
abuse, gang involvement, etc. 

In our neighborhood alone, 30% don’t have high school educations and the per capita income is only $12,548, which means 
that 39% live below the poverty level. Of those, 85% are children. And guns... guns in the hands of unwanted children/teens are 
prolific. Ninety percent of people who join gangs had no fathers growing up.  

There was a gang-related shooting just outside of our football field. Scared the visiting team to death! And quite right, too! It’s 
scary. They were from the suburbs and were new to the whole violence thing. But the thing that stood out to me was that our 
Chicago Hope students did not even bat an eyelash. While there has never been a shooting at a Chicago Hope football game since 
the school opened 13 years ago, our students are used to this violence. The ramifications of this incident have played out. The next 
opponent in the Chicago Catholic League fortified the game because they didn’t want to play at our home field. Their coach stated 
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Looking back over the past 3 years, God continues to be a beacon of light through 
Life Spring Network and the LUKE churches, coming alive as disciple-making 
communities. Our partnership with these churches has allowed them to share their 
vision with the surrounding communities. Where once people saw them as dead 

(we have heard time and again that they thought the churches were closed), now they see a church come alive 
in Jesus. 

Revitalization of churches in the city of Chicago is more important now than it ever was. As we have served in 
these neighborhoods, God has shown us the depths of the situation our city faces: violence, substance abuse, 
family breakdown. Though there are no quick or easy solutions, our churches have implemented strategies to 
bring the love of Jesus to their communities.

Some of those strategies include coaching and mentoring leaders within the church; living on mission with 
God through life groups; evangelizing through after-school programs, Celebrate Recovery, community prayer 
walks, and community events. Every day we see evidence that God is at work, blessing us through everyday 
interactions.

Please pray for these congregations to grow in community, but also to become self-sustaining in the next year 
and a half.
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Our consulting practice, which focuses on training 
organizations to develop “connection cultures” (biblical 
relationship excellence) continues to grow and change lives. 
We encourage you to visit www.connectionculture.com and 
bring the Connection Culture Group into your organization. 
We are working with many fine organizations including 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and TCU.  Most 
recently, Costco Wholesale purchased 1,100 copies of our 
book Connection Culture for its managers worldwide and 
had us speak at its Annual Managers’ Meeting in Seattle. 
(Earlier this year, Costco was named the best large company 
employer in America based on Statista and Forbes research.) 
We’ve also begun working with Turner Construction and 
the French company Vallourec.  Alan Mulally, former CEO 
of Ford Motor Company and a speaker at last year’s Willow 
Creek Leadership Conference, recently endorsed Connection 
Culture. Please pray for God to continue to work through us 
to improve organizational cultures around the world.

December 7th

6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Riverside Yacht Club

102 Club Rd, Riverside, CT 06878
Drinks and Hors d’Oeuvres

December 8th

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Trinity Community Center

233 E. Maple St. Roselle, IL 60172
Dinner (Children Welcome)

We hope that you can join us to 
hear more about Life Spring’s 

experiences starting a new church 
and the vision for the future! 

Please RSVP to Jeanine Kelly at 
(630) 259-8464 by December 4th.



Initiative #1 — Chicago Hope Church and Academy 
God has blessed the beginning of our new adventure here at Chicago Hope. We 
have been organizing weekly gatherings of students and building into their lives. 
We have also begun to meet their families and several of them are beginning 
to attend our new church’s worship experience on Saturday nights. Our largest 
gathering to date has been 38 for worship, but 45 for food and fellowship at 
our house. The key to this phase of our life together is relationships, and God is 
blessing us in this regard. 

Our family also continues to mature and grow in ways that only God can bring 
about. We are very excited for the ways God is transforming our children. We 
have begun a men’s life group and will be beginning a women’s group soon.

Our football team is 7-2 and looking toward the playoffs. More importantly, our 228 students are learning the 
truth of God’s grace poured out for them in Jesus Christ. They are being touched by God’s Word and scores 
of them are experiencing a season of healing and renewal spiritually, mentally, emotionally, physically and 
relationally. Our students are being built into disciples whom God will use in the rebuilding of our city. God is 
using our weekly chapels, daily discipleship groups and one-on-one mentoring in mighty ways.

5-Year Fundraising Goal
In May, we held two gatherings, one in Connecticut and one in Illinois, to help kick-off our fundraising 
campaign for Chicago Hope. Last year, we projected we would need to raise at least $150,000 a year for the 
next 5 years to launch the church. We officially began Chicago Hope Church in July of this year and as of mid-
October we have raised just over $70,000. By the end of this year, we pray that God provides for the remaining 
$80,000 shortfall. God is so good and we are grateful! In December, we will be holding our end of year 
fundraising events and contacting you personally to see how God might be leading you to partner with us.

We thank those who have supported Life Spring Network--Trinity Lutheran Church, LUKE Ministries and 
Stanwich Congregational Church as well as individual contributors. Through your prayers and donations, 
we are able to reach both the churched and unchurched in the Chicagoland area and across the country.

Initiative #2—LSN’s Servant Leader Incubator—360 Memberships
Life Spring Network continues to offer pastors and church leaders the opportunity to be 
personally mentored and corporately coached by Jason through 360 Memberships. God is 
having a huge impact on individuals and churches through this mentoring relationship. 
If you are interested in going deeper in your discipleship experience, contact us to 

learn more and get into one of the upcoming cohorts.
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in the local paper that they had to do what was within the safety of their students. And we get 
it!!! We understand their fear as we are human too. But perfect love casts out all fear, and we are 
standing with our students and their families. But what does this incident teach our students? 
I would venture to say it teaches our students that their neighborhoods are too dangerous for 
those suburban kids, but not for them. That violence is unacceptable for those kids, but not 
ours. That it is reprehensible for those kids, but not for ours. It’s OK for our kids to live this way. 
Well, it’s NOT OK! It’s NOT OK! It’s NOT OK!  

When the Bible speaks of “the least of these,” I would venture to say that THESE kids, our 
Hope students, are among the least of these. That these kids with broken homes, no money, no 
parents, no education, on their own, with drugs readily available and gangs at their door, living 
in squalor, among trash-ridden, rat-infested, bug-infested, overcrowded homes with no fathers, 
are among the least! 

There is much to be depressed about. But our God is faithful! Hope Church has been going 
through The Story, with this week being the story of God’s covenant promises to Abraham and 
his descendants.  God wants to save our city and build a holy people, called by His name, set 
aside on purpose for a purpose.  

So, would you stand with us? Would you stand together in solidarity? Would you support us 
as we fight the good fight as God leads? We still have financial need as we have not yet met our 
budget. Please pray for us and give financially as you are able. 

All for His glory,

Jason Pankau
President, Life Spring Network
Pastor, Chicago Hope Church

2189 W. Bowler St.
Chicago, IL 60612
(630) 259-8438
www. lifespringnetwork.org

The Life 
Spring 
Network is 
a Christian 

discipleship and 
leadership development 
ministry. Our mission 
is to help pastors and 
church leaders connect, 
train, mentor and equip 
believers to grow in 
Christlikeness through 
building holistic, 
transformational 
disciple-making 
communities.

Contact Us
We love to hear from you! 
Please feel free to contact us 
anytime to provide feedback 
on any of our seminars, our 
website content or if you 
have questions with which 
we can assist you.
Many of our contacts are 
made by referrals. If you 
know of a church leader 
or an associate with whom 
you would like us to 
connect, please send us their 
information and we will be 
happy to make arrangements 
to introduce ourselves to 
them.

Like us on 
Facebook
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The mission of Chicago Hope Church is to connect people in 
Chicago and beyond in real loving relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, with each other 
in contagious Christian community, and with their calling of 
servanthood in the world.

2189 W. Bowler St. Chicago, IL 60612 s chicagohopechurch.org s (312) 783-3858


